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Applying the biological metaphor to technological innovation. 

Businaro U.L. 
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A synthetic theory of evolution is taken as representing the metaphor for the process of 
innovation. The model is employed to highlight major characteristics of changes in 
technological innovation and in the time phasing of industrial inventions and innovations. 
Analysis at the level of the industrial sector is used as a heuristic example of the metaphor, 
with a focus on innovations in the car industry. 

Forecasting future products is seen as related to materials requirements, primary human 
needs and the role of the service sectors. 


































