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This report covers the findings of the external panel of experts set up to evaluate the
results of the Community's first programme on "Forecasting and assessment in the field
of science and technology (FAST) (1978-83)".

The evaluation covers the guality of the research and relevance and usefulness of the
results, the effectiveness of the FAST evaluation network, the management of the
programme and the utilization of resources

The report describes the content and the structures of the programme, outlines the
methods and procedures used during the evaluation, and concludes with a number of
recommendations for the future programme resulting from the evaluation,




in July 1978 the Couscil of Ministers agreed on a programee of Forecasting

ard Assessment in Seience and Techholeagy (FAETD,

THi& programme was Set up fobiowing the Europr Plus Thirty study, which
advised the Commissiogn on the feasibility and uwtitity of & Commuitity cdpi~
Bikities in torecEstTing amg Lorgeterm assegsoent. Following the sedults of
this study and the decision of the Council of Ministers in January 1974 to
devetap a common science and technobogy pobicy, the fommission saw the
patential Tmportancs of Long-term Forecasting activititas a3z 4 Basie tool

far the dafinition of objectives and priorities for Community fED.

The FAST prograsmme is the first ot itg Kind within the Commigsion, and +x
*xperimental in nature. It T3 also the tirst porasion o which an evaluation
wad specificably reguested by the Council of Mindatery at the tioe of egtabiishing

the programme. Thig svatustion is therefore of particuler ieportances $o the ¥
{emmissian for assessing the utility and practicabibity of Losg=ters forecasting %
activities and the soundness of the approach adopted, and for making recosmend- :
Atinns on the possibis future orientaticn of cthe prograsme,

tha rature and brogd scope of these gotteitises mahes this a particuiariy
difficutt programme to eveiyate and the hémbérs of the pansl are to be
commended for having carrfed out thedir task 50 effectivealy 10 the short

tima available to them,
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